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On behalf of:

e ABAC-BAAN

e Association of Commercial Television in Europe (ACT)

e Asociacion para la Defensa de la Marcas (ANDEMA)

e Association des Praticiens du Droit des Marques et des Modeles (APRAM)
o Audiovisual Anti-Piracy Alliance (AAPA)

o European Brands Association (AIM)

e European Communities Trade Mark Association (ECTA)

e Federation of European Publishers (FEP-FEE)

e Federation of the European Sporting Goods Industry (FESI)

¢ Global Anti-Counterfeiting Group (GACG)

e Istituto di Centromarca per la lotta alla contraffazione (INDICAM)
e International Trademark Association (INTA)

e Independent Music Publishers International Forum (IMPF)

e Union des Fabricants (UNIFAB)

e Verein Anti-Piraterie (VAP)

We are writing to ask you to consider raising Intellectual Property (IP) crime as a priority as you
submit criminal priorities for EUROPOL’s European multidisciplinary platform against criminal
threats (EMPACT) for the EU Policy Cycle 2022-2025.

We are fully supporting the attached document prepared by the European Observatory on
Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights providing concrete and specific arguments as to why

IP crime should feature among EUROPOL’s list of priorities with regards criminal threats.

Background. You may recall that IP crime -and specifically organized crime groups involved
in the production and distribution of counterfeit goods violating health, safety and food
regulations and those producing sub-standard goods- was a priority in the earlier policy
cycle 2013-2017. However, the current EMPACT priorities for the period 2018-2021 do not
include IP crime or counterfeiting.

Reasons to include IP crime:

1. Growing evidence, notably from EUROPOL itself, of the involvement of organised crime
groups in the infringement of IP rights and of the link between IP crime and other
crimes;

2. Strong negative impact of counterfeiting and piracy on the EU economy, translating in
GDRP loss, decrease in job creation and negative impact on SMEs notably;

3. Counterfeit/fake products present serious risks to the health and safety of citizens (e.g.
toys, medicines, spare parts, cosmetics, etc.), even more after the COVID-19 pandemic
given the sale, notably by organized crime groups, of fake masks, test, or even now
vaccines;

4. Environmental damage resulting from the production, use and disposal of counterfeit
products.
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https://www.abac-baan.be/
https://www.acte.be/
https://www.andema.org/index.php/
https://apram.com/
https://www.aapa.eu/
https://www.aim.be/
https://ecta.org/en/about-ecta/
https://fep-fee.eu/
https://fesi-sport.org/
http://www.indicam.it/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inta.org%2FAbout%2FPages%2FOverview.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Chvalembois%40inta.org%7Cc0cdff4a917f4debb43808d8e56970bd%7C1b6dad14b17645319562fdf3080f9d47%7C0%7C0%7C637511589145110918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=XSoPWyv1%2BA2UuMfRk6x%2Fzn2ZHAOezteMKKm8%2F5GsIEg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.impforum.org/
https://www.unifab.com/
https://www.wko.at/branchen/gewerbe-handwerk/film-musikwirtschaft/ueber-uns.html
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europol.europa.eu%2Fempact&data=04%7C01%7Chvalembois%40inta.org%7Cc0cdff4a917f4debb43808d8e56970bd%7C1b6dad14b17645319562fdf3080f9d47%7C0%7C0%7C637511589145110918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=y4CYllUqGoIPhmdhiLDucR3dxrP%2BVXeW6a7Q%2BdJpplg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europol.europa.eu%2Fempact&data=04%7C01%7Chvalembois%40inta.org%7Cc0cdff4a917f4debb43808d8e56970bd%7C1b6dad14b17645319562fdf3080f9d47%7C0%7C0%7C637511589145110918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=y4CYllUqGoIPhmdhiLDucR3dxrP%2BVXeW6a7Q%2BdJpplg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feuipo.europa.eu%2Fohimportal%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fobservatory%2Fhome%3Futm_content%3Dbufferc159f%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter.com%26utm_campaign%3Dbuffer%2Fcs%2Fbg&data=04%7C01%7Chvalembois%40inta.org%7Cc0cdff4a917f4debb43808d8e56970bd%7C1b6dad14b17645319562fdf3080f9d47%7C0%7C0%7C637511589145120879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=KaSdoxtSogzSjRwKWkLPbFt1FQqs4ifyAFdEOfgUnJE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feuipo.europa.eu%2Fohimportal%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fobservatory%2Fhome%3Futm_content%3Dbufferc159f%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter.com%26utm_campaign%3Dbuffer%2Fcs%2Fbg&data=04%7C01%7Chvalembois%40inta.org%7Cc0cdff4a917f4debb43808d8e56970bd%7C1b6dad14b17645319562fdf3080f9d47%7C0%7C0%7C637511589145120879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=KaSdoxtSogzSjRwKWkLPbFt1FQqs4ifyAFdEOfgUnJE%3D&reserved=0

For these reasons, further explained in the attached document, we would greatly appreciate if you
could share this email and document with your representative to the Standing Committee on
operational cooperation on internal security (COSI) of the Council of the European Union or put us
in contact with him. This would allow to include IP crime within the criminal priorities for the
European multidisciplinary platform against criminal threats (EMPACT) for the period 2022-
2025.

We remain at your disposal for any further information that your office may need on the 2022-2025
EMPACT priorities. Please do not hesitate to reach out on this or any other issue.

Best regards,
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